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Lake Woodruff NWR and MI WA
Duck Stamp First Day of

The $25 stamp has raised more than $1. 3

by Rochelle Hood and J
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(USFWS) , Bass Pro Shotf
Vi ce, and other partn
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pat e. I n 19614, the iniChicelf [Dewvekbopment|l Of £i ¢ero,d-Ducks
A Regi I' 5 Bi oeycat <0 - rth Central
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Duck Stamp Progr am. Stamp Artist; _Jennifer C. Wr i ght ,
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toring of over 1,000 §
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While sitting along
hundreds of puffins

the many ways nature fil lssucrhy spwr.i aMy @ileaaicteosp perdf o abfefd
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about rewilding projects @nd_cnacli oc r ongmQ 2

Southbound migration of GPS-tracked Swallow-tailed Kites

My jour ney c 0 nmnaeintuSeeda tlosmfmm
Engl i sh countryside wher[ t' s
Church. The church, which ly
14t h century, had been stjf und
to make some much needed-
crowned sparrow, an Amer.ii en
in the United Kingdom, W t he
church. Twitchers came dhdx
on their Ilife |list. The v mor
A6, 000 to a collection f ¢ on
commemor ate the event an -
Donor Recognitiorn
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T 'tdQleaBter ok zo‘éwalltcawled Kite with chick phof
Manatee Ceamn, @00ar ol Blilonss2025 MI WA partnered with
RobeﬁCtéMutchinsbon and Avi an Research _Con.
: CARCI) to tag and tratcaki | ®d
Laurilee Thomp|swinte we named Astor. She re
Otter ($Magyd®e8)Laska tral Florida last March, bu
after successfull rai sin :
Sea TurtMerk( £60f0t)on tor) . Ast or was i-%e;ﬁ:bd&mmbﬂga(
Cheryl Ford from bottom)! Learn more ab
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Gopher Tor fchiisse &($dr0>(ﬁ)?§e%6(78 possible:
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https://www.arcinst.org/2026/07/16/gps-swallow-tailed-kite-2026-summer-ranges-and-nest-fates/
https://www.arcinst.org/2026/07/16/gps-swallow-tailed-kite-2026-summer-ranges-and-nest-fates/
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Brevard Veterans Memori al o
Keynote Speaker: Mike Knight, \
Environmentally Endanger ed : s ([EHL)
Tickets: $40 (on sahtet pn: /Olcmiowarnr ¢ f

Ot her: MI WA and Merritt Island NWR Complex hjg
heavy Iiooerusvrdes and a raffle of gift baskefs
o

Originally from Ver mont , Mi ke attended Unity [
Ver mont , recei v nDe@ar 8aacihel| Out door Recreation Jand
Foll owi ygeaa Xmreer in wilderness hi ghriasdkv eyna wtfhe, |
moved to Brevard County in 1997 and began wor Ri

ing volunteer efforts and trail devel opment . I n
oversees all aspects of the program including| | a
recreation and environment al educati on. Mi ke s|pen
ular Interest In traditional Greenland-style paddling techniques.

Merritt I sland NWR Sea Turtl e_
Nesting Season L | —

—————..
by Ki mWrKe mrg, MI NWR Vi sito
Florida is a globally i
turtl es. Each summer ten
laid alon® bdazeclbeamatwi th t |
concentration being right]|
Staff at t he Merritt | S
mil es of beach that ar e
Space @enbtoeurndary. Thi s
again was able to fund t
sea turtle program. Laur el
Fl orida Gulf Coast Unive
ing the beach for nests
gr ams for visitor s.
sch, a recent graduat
who was able to assis
e monitoring season. ' :
Lauren and Baylie presenfeddrer8 <edudatfbharlletpfras to
grams throughout June andWidtdiy, thesekrhgd avéep aufoo he
visitors, including a spegiyalyprogram for Girl Scou

who earned their EndangerediapPecicosntRatuceh -t o monitor
2026 was an exciting sumgefs foRatt hgerefrugeor dde® ea

L. na \/

first e@eRi Hbemp sea turtlieyrngset sWagSs ofn€ Cdoofedse dnot of f i
Al t hough the turtle nestegde@éhlopiiny tfba saummesrw HWer rhj
to wait wuntil after the mesitchhady hattehe Retmembel! ¢¢t
samples and verify the spfe&dtespeddhewdas pa BuBB Nnest
count year for loggerheadsSmoWwitthh skob 84 ata bsOelal taurer| aeg en
for greens and | eat

er
herbaoplgasthwittohtB,g?o@@gn.G, respec-
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https://miwarefuge.org/

Register for Puzzl es

https://bit.ly/puzzles
Enjoy soci al time with a si
Pints! Join MI WA and Pl ayal
Wednesday, 10/ 14, for an eve
mi nds, where participathhesmewdi I

apuzzles while enjoying good ¢
*,L drink.

‘ e \ Help us cel®&®btauechM WA the B
: OCTOBER14,2026-5PMTO§PM Merritt l sl and Nati ondédsiWinled
/ Your $30 ticket includ

" 0A thaleme copy of tHesciygsnteadm,l,
piece pubziziworykouon during the

O00One drink voucher to redeem ¢

mocktail, soda or a well <cockt
= OAn evening of puzzles, pints
fthe local wildlife featured i

Purchase an indivildumlladd cKa
a group, or choose one of the
gist, Titusville Mayor, or a

science and stories behind t
puzzl e. Attending with friend
group of 4 6, or 8. Pl an to

nect with your t eammat es, and
ing of puzzling together!
Merritt l sl and NWR Rang-~r- Anna Hardina and
vol unteers are at the r Merritt | sl and NWR Trash Bas
the International Coast [E¥#E Saturdays on 10/10, 11

Keep Brevard Beauti ful,

. 8: 00 am (turn in supplies
unteers picked up trast Meet at West Gator Creek
Thank you to all who hel 22770 ... L.,

s . . g -
Nature's Treasures Gift Shop Merrit Islanf |
Tues aSaayt urhd aya @@ : 00 Visitor @"enée, H
MI WA Members get 1987 Scrub Jay Way|, I
Tracy, Arthur and Wehp8: 30-4m00.4Tmesday througp Sa

hel p you i n oursthoeca&kuwefd
GRS LR~ SEINZ0 7% yRISshiia TS ~S LD [
Merritt I sland NWR
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(321)-066

Lake Woodr ufl [NV
Visitor Center| H



https://bit.ly/puzzlesandpints

Merritt I sland NWR Hosts WeekI\

by Brandi Trantham, Ml N‘— :
Visitor Services Special b L am—
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This past summer, the ges . . —~-

programs for the Titus :

Girls Clubs. Each week

day of fishing at Coqui

Il ndi an River Lagoon. Fi

ticipants the opportuni n-
sible fishing practices ng,
the Youth Conservation

l sland NWR volunteers.

During seining progr-a

experience identifying ,
crabs, and ot her mar i ne;

the Légominodiversity arg _ Bhaat o G
guests Laurilee Thompsofha@nfle SUuintyy APPAFIANGR host e
also joined us to teachg|tyhpes kipdss agiderhanseshagjng
crabs and their importaggg; §Ralt hgcili@aWioOiNe £ CWPRiSYF “hel p
tem. Thank you to everygQRpes r"VQPuéné‘d\‘?oltlE‘ﬁtS@erpsr.o'

grams possibl e!
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eder al Duck Stamp First Day

(continued from page 1) of Sales event. The talent
Duck Stamps go toward eddcapiayg wawst ht raubloyut asmedundi r
|l ands conservation. Bot h Md WAt dotos hbwaesg amahbhg sjounet offc
the most talented wildliftoapaisieci patallnagess spec

Prior t o t he celebrationg uppie@senmati oas aboutt hteh
USFWS Duck St amp team viasnidt dan LA&kez aWaod mwfift eughkes
NWR and were able to seeBamhazmpalnoef,artthse atnhdi ncgrsafttsatact

make the refuge such a speeciadl vptgcevhilpecltedicihg ngi \pe
otters,-t8whkHowWites, Amerciiceasn. all i gators, swal -
l owt ai | butterflies, and niEmehoupserweon awas bigrn de.n a o\

The Bass Pro Shop | obbywhvacsh ftindydwevi @ halal d ovel yec
I of Junior Duckl2Staomporwacdh neesGi Igg,adansd 1sti cke
ome guests as the dooarse aotpiemresd drorr ¢ dale dFucls, Daly|

with the decorations. Stor e
the fun, showing off their ¢
& guests participating in the

hunt around the store.
- A piercing duck call S U mme
. seats, and the St .& JO®fhfnisc eCoH
< Guard opened the ceremony b
foll owed by a beautif ullhea
St#®pangl ed 0Bmenankear.s hi ghl i gh
conservation work funded by
ceeds before the featured :
were introduced. Foll owi ng
‘mmmmm Were invited to purchase th
-and hel p conyteianru ec htehriiss h%3d ¢
Junior Duck Stamp ai2nnetrrsadiigtriaodre.s 1
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Lake Woodruff NWR Part. S
Great Southeastern Pol (
by Jan Saczawa

On Saturday, August 22, a s nhmailnld 0 Mo
people gathered at the Lake Wood Ce

Garden to take part i n& tBredlni Se
Pollinator Census. Unl i ke most bi yart
di fferent species they see in the et
ticipants chose one plant in the T
The group obser viedurf os e stshiroenes
4: 30 pm and ending at 8: 00 pm, be
sions. Each time a pollinator ‘ it
pollinators were diCairgeaantent e
bees, Honey Bees, Ot her Smal | : fli
er Types of Pollinator Insects. =
Results were uploaded t& thée |= gi a
Census website, and observatio d i
ist. It was very interesting t tor
which plants, and it became ve g ez .;g I i n
l east in this garden, decreased as the [ErRESE o wn
Census, a firefly census was hﬁellsﬂyaolyklﬁhpoetcoisalbypeJrarHiett
Trail, but a summary was not avail able at press ti me.

Butterfly Appreciatior
Di scovery Garden

A |l arge group of eager nature enthus
ciation Day hosted by MIWA and the Ur
and Agricultural Sciences (UF/ 1 FAS) i
June. There were speaker s, educat- once
t hemed door prizes, but the real fun
the garden.

The butterfly count that day include

"Bl ack Swall owt ai l (6 adults, eéggdacre)

Giant Swallowtail (2 adults, one | aid
with other eggs and caterpillars f ol

Spicebush Swall owt ai l (3)

Cloudless Sulphur (2), -bmairretdy SSud [pphhuurr

Cassius Blue (3), Ceraunus Blue (1)

Gulf Fritillary (10)

Monar ch (3)

White Peacock (7)

Zebra Heliconian (3)
White Checkered Skipper
Monk Skipper (1)

Thank you to all the vol

Top to bottom on | eft:
and Fiery Skipper; Ri g
Photos by Ed Perr
Fall APage 6




4t h Grade Annual Passes AreI F

WhoU. S. 4t h graderschobootbkdeichmd cfeosieear ners 10

years of age) with a valid Every Kid Outdoors paper
WhatFr ee annualk rpanss,ermdn e, valid for the duratijon
grade school year and the fAldgowowi nlsummer (Sept | mbe
How f you are a 4th grader, you and your family det
2,000 parks, | ands and waters fhdart pasn /e&ntire year Si
evervkidoutdoomsdgbdbol how. hthm i nstructions to dowhnl o:

WhyThe Every Kid Outdoors pass was created so 4th gr

|l i fe, outdoor places and history for free. Mar v e at
|l ife Refuge in Titusville, take the ferry to Forjt M
ters at Crystal Ri ver NWR. Listen to wolves howl|. V
reach for the stars! All these things can happen| at
bel ong to all of wus, inclKudm nkgrmgom, MI NWR Visitonl Se
Leap I nto Discovery: FI or a

by I ntern LaKkeen nkol ¢ omb scorpion; one grass

In July, Lake Woodruff INWRrHospee fai rmafgl
frog identification and edue&EEl Hekdpw ddgPrwa M.
son, natur alwinsetr aonfd Bcior diBag ' At OwWbaviTdhe rogs obse
Simpson, opened the evening iwictthmdgdprreisreent @apecies of
tion covering many aspects of FEPefida pPfofree frogs,

species including habitat, call $spewgiesd- Frogs were |
ing season, and appearance. Daviand by audible frog
described habitats frogs are com- The evening offer
monly found in, including arboreaflfare opportunity to
aquatic, and terrestrial. refuge after dark w
After the sun set over the treeobservations that c
line, David and MI WA Executive derstanding of its
Director Rochell e Hood l ed theversity. Each <call,
group to the refuge trails to | olokatatrdal i st record r
|l isten for frogs. The nocturnalmuchogplamLake Woodr uf

was made possible through a s¥leicviealafusedg sunset.

permit for after hours aqgggye:fBrofdecayi 8PR] PUdg.
poses. Guests were encourmeglegdw:t o Sbhuada herhhercopaddOoFr (
Ultraviolet (UV) flashl i gjgg " ™ ,WPhotés By J on
i fe. >

The evening was a great f

varying ages and experie g < , n -
teers, enjoying a night wu ; ¥ SN
l oaded observations to i [¥ S P sci
ence platform which cat aj ‘ NN v ty
t hat scientists may wuse and
where a certain species o0} e S|
cies were identified durg o b -
served included 22 frogs smach-
nids in four species of | of

Fal | APage 7



