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Recently | h ad itohmes hd ppso rwiutnhi -cor por ate sp

I ‘ ty to attend t6GeanPtunbalkiecr slLareds i ched our e
Al l i ance (PLA)ed csounpfpeorretn cfeor Lake Woodr uf
alongsi de nonpoaof ictommurmiatny zae€i ence activi
tions, federal fbandomaeamrawgeaetrisqgn, grew our

corporate part pams,ed stulpign sipatrserde | ear ning

and industry | eqidfetr sshop.coYilQUabma-de t hi s pos
rate i n suppo&t Prodt eAmemigc@ublic | ands ca
% public | ands. Maatyt loegf. t Biet twiomgk - among t he ¢
sHooos net wor kisiigondaln hats,t mamdPLA conferen
“presentations isntcelpusd edacdi sofusus take as ir
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The America 250 commemomsatair&medmarnk si dtehae f205rO0tdn new
anniversary of the signimpsef ttohegoDecll artatrineerd dfhel rca
pendence. The anniversarypeiosplmudmvmone® thawkaahdidseel
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been an i mportan® pmaenrt t afgpeuwhbulM och al nai-nodns .

teer s, vi sitor s, st aff me b efreswy odomyr s deasdf @mur s tlroic
communities have played gDocuméntroR&Oi mbskhevatiewasdd
ship of these | ands as | i vWonogd rcufafs sorro oMesr.r i tt 1 sl and
Merritt Il sl and Wi |l dl i f eWaAlsks ox50at(ifoenet ( MeWAY s hasst ep
achieved many mil estones gqLhe ad hV aamCiungd 2tshpe dliifvfierde nlt € O
acy of public lands as places for the communitytorec - publ i ¢ | ands home

reate and experience natuygsp; il ddturledsttort Ris®e myaatk

t .
al one, yve ceIe%lbnrnaltveedrsm-uryﬂ&@\keelcgggd miles/ kil ometers
new business partnerships,;fpstgfredatl phed term rela-

fEnj oy nature journaling for

Donor Recognitiorn | comp et e tah emactapiosce puzzi e

Special thanks to the foFG\‘R/ﬁr_]Qj"ifgratlf]éii_rend) _
generous donations in| SRilpapYorri okl athal | i ncorporati

Merritt Island NatiComal pwmh BHif&8 REfLyH& kitchen. Th
for Td@aaﬂter of 20%2el0in an upcoming MI WA event

| TRead 250 pages of a field g
Otter ($0al1kOAGNd Maggileq Nigttheol St o 250 minutes of 0

Sea TurtWwel tef56Wp)till ing, science, mammals, or e
Bobcat (I$e2b5e(h):a Chapmaln | f you choose to takdowre r

Kathleen Durkin, Nancy| BfRkolTrREI YOy mmefAd,fegpture sc
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c

Pam Higginbotha’]-neW3|etter ( mi wa ubj ay @g me
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JohiiTfamknd Rita Sher man,
Deborah Smith, Jonn] q 1987 Scrub Jay Way,
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Spri ngAPRORes 2



Meet New Par k Ranger

Hey ev e iy oBirea n dli ! I grew up in
memor‘i es- of visi‘ting. the' refuge

tour guide on the I ndian River
tourism and educatlon. e i sEaiifesd
Studies from the i

tral Fl or:i da and
at Canyonl ands N a
here at the Mer;ri §
B R AR Y e i of f1i ches
tion,@mamamoited to =
career where it aj
ward to meeting e
i TG Nt ity < e VRO 1t

a

Hor seshoe Crab

(continued from page 1)

Fifteen crabs wer e ran
Their monitor batteries
mont hs and provided dat a ® mntg tsheaats othi mend sT.ag é r
remained on HSCs after t s ol Lo, |sotnrgoerrg awitni dre b
but posed no risk to the Phheoalotbyod_flamjtuheaéantlcmalas s drhcy
l owing information was fouhomMPESPBpEwnh atg faict $tvi a yo u &
tagging survey: in the new survey includes:
fMore than 24,000 detectidamé/ @pi agaposaér behparijogd ol
17 months were recorded.daily and seasonal movement
THSCs were det &g tt érdecomeni VDEPPO Y FMgpt patterns based on
as well as six other receilfdisSs project is managed by

fThere were noticeable tp¥.-n8§e|91f,rek§e gdeq]pca%retramlﬁrqt%ql
t

ences between spapawngndahdB8 ends e Spo
sons. e w 0 % |§1c?a Sea Grant are par

A tr ns
shoe cr

feca eldarfdoronsbagse wi
Gaetsopra nCrod e kr oBlggandty H

ar
I
n ¢

fThe furthest detected travel | e
who trekked more than 15 mi &’éag"‘gorrgﬁgzl pawrla
ing and returned north 0 the e CauseWyay
area for the next spawning-l-f:ueselsaaytu ﬁdaanm-Ol.OO plm
The {dosgance femal e cr ajpps eSS st
further south. Fifteen mi . " ajuse-
way had the southernmost T h a
crab was heading south w

hi ghest number of pi ngs P
March 2022 and was provi dle q.
No pings were detected i HE WLl s = . off
2022. A year |l ater, 2500 L $Cs
were detected in February e Y ‘ b T
of pings in 2023 occurref e
than 3,000, but the numb¢d d
to three. -

In March 2026, 20 new H Rk I |y

are enough transmitters tlo an additional 15 kral
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Ast®rExtraordinary Migrat. Jou
What Wil | We Learn From C er va

by Rochelle Hood and Gina Kent

Locations of GPS-tracked Swallow-tailed Kites, March 30, 2026 V ]

Last year MI WA partner

Audubon and Avian Resear|memmmmmomoe : B e
tute (ARCI) to tagt ainldedj | v
we named Astor. When Ast, e W o
27" she crossed the Flor ‘ ‘
night in Cuba. She thenl
quite quickly and did n%"
reaching Honduras after

bean. She kept up a goo

the rest of Centr al Amer b S
Mount ains swiftly. Onc e

Brazil, she | ingered forf Au -
gust . ‘

As ARCI has not ed-t rwa ak
kites, many have a few a( Wi n
ter seas®nfi Astomwinter.
the Utiarit.i region of M : = s he
stayed for six wée&khse. aByrAsmcmtdobamezeemaileeoswuniewthat

in Campo Grande, Mat o GPBSstoragbi ngudevipreagzpast June,

where she spent the resttheonf'aptshkbovﬁn n¥leWA angd, West Vv

. ner.ed ponsor.  the racking
spanned about 250 mil es tort.hh'P %Astgpiutheasttern

part of the Mato Grosso do

Oon Janu'dryAst®r was on
back to her breeding gro

Migration of a Swallow-tailed Kite tracked by GPS from Lake County, Florida [ Lesend

unt il she reached the ri y 0
Ri ver between Peru and C

much of the month of Feb -

l'y through Col ombia and

an overwater shortcut fr

northern Belize. Continu

she rested the'"nngBhi @i

t ana Roo. The next mo r

across the Gul f, heading b d

tailwind and made | andf a aro-
rived in Mobile Bay, Al a e

night and rested wuntil d e d

along the fastest overl a i ng
area. Three days ,G°°9'3Ea”h

on the St. Johns River. . —

Keep your eyes to the sle‘9 'F'ogrraAé?"(‘?rOfarﬁ(ft6*tf-hiethd Ke
kites. Please report srsgrftlaﬁglefutm b‘haf Gd':"gd‘-r':’rlglﬂﬁ%:?re

dat abhmtsteps : / / www. aFSGIquttl.ég({ Oveﬂortthe Andes Mountains i

spent the winterAsbomrJbdegany he
Gina Kent is the Senior @@mé<et0ameronbr$@idéngits“St_baaﬁtd/as
the Avian Research and CoPPL&r 9attihen Stnsdehmust Kiver.
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https://www.arcinst.org/report-sightings/

Merr
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NWR VI
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Wat er col

t

by Darl een Hunt
The Brevard Watercol o
their MBhoual & Faunaoaawmar
ceremony and reception
in the Merritt I sl and
ence room. Live musi ¢ 28
boardwal k pavilion and | Darl een Hunt addresses B
BWS has di splayed t hi Society artists anrd_ hei
fefuge conference room ceremony and recep'tiinon h
_g the Merritt I sl and |[NWR
provided a tour of the e e e e ¢
inspiration for their paicnottirnaggse. ar tOrs tgs nwlhopann'oyng
available for purchase asi dvedd arsd pyharnte watde momedica
in the gift shop. l'y an interest in watercol ol
This show has tradition8fly BXBARTbhS&i¥3ThgsS dLFPmg
the peak birding and wil &iSfe festivalh pledriod, triis
from January t hrough MarcTh92§§%'etAYrto S legpga Sr
pl eased that sever al pal\é{(?rllﬁﬁgc’pandanpdr ﬂpguac\ndwch:ﬁ)gset
cards were sold this yea (c)J:Jt [ i eFor rrnjre |r?forln
Established i n 1995, t V\lI'Sn rre'ntly h'as ver
150 members. The purpose of tWPWcW Q,r,gvg_lr_gwatcenq)oleqqrso
Brevard watereolor Socéety) awal the Menvitt 1slawd willife Re»‘ugc prestits
Wil dlife Vie l :
mAges %ﬂﬁ@eﬁm 2
T Give them spa 2026
I f the ani mal sl o
Kathie Benson Cypress Passage $150
y ou, or c h an g € Barbara Bishop Peek-A-Boo NFS  Merit Award #2
ar e t oo cl ose. Marjorie Carey Sunday Feathers $200
Lynn Devlin Reflections of Blue ~ NFS
f Move sl owl Yy Therese Ferguson  Early Morning Ballet  $1600 Best of Fauna
ﬂ K i Therese Ferguson  Swimming Over The Coral $495
e e our V O I Laurie Griffin Otterly Yours $350
p . y Diane Harmon Midnight Swim $395
Pl a vyl ng record Sheila Harnois Manatee Party $150
pr o hi bited on Barb Harris Just Looking NFS
Darleen Hunt Palmetto Party $900
Ref u ges. Darleen Hunt Winter Whites $700
Lori Jenkins Apples of Pine $600  Best of Flora
ﬂ Use y our car Dorothy Koliba Dinner $950
il i Dorothy Koliba Lilies $250
St '[a y I nsi d e an Beth Kring Precarious Perch $250  Merit Award #3
etween you an Beth Kring Peach $250
g g . Cynthia McKee Looking ForLunch ~ $300 Best of Show
ﬂ Li mit your Tt Cynthia McKee Through The Dunes ~ $300  Merit Award #5
The cumul ati ve Kimber Musacchia  Lunch OnTheRiver ~ $250
q q Adele Park Snake, Rattle and Roll NFS
visitors takes Susan Smith Glossimer Wings $400  Merit Award #4
Lynn Tweed Fishing Buddy $225
Lynn Tweed Marsh Bay $400  Merit Award #1
. ST —
Lolly Walton Nesting 101 $600
A b oV e Some artwork is available in 11 x 14 prints and blank greeting cards in the bookstore. W‘
3 p rovi d e Artist donate a percentage of the proceeds from sales to the Merritt Island Wildiife Association.
US Fish Thank you for attending “IMAGES FROM THE REFUGE” Wi
Wi | dlI i = e -
Servic
Phot o by Al Brayt
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https://gophertortoisedayfl.com
http://www.brevardwatercolorsociety.org

Local Junior Duck Stamp Art

by Ki mWrKe mrg
Yowmwe probably heard abou?’

stamp was first sold in J .
Di a@ar |l i ng. Feder al Duck

revenue stamps,; 98 perce S

goes directly to help acqg h a
t at and purchase conserva a -
ti onal Wil dlife Refuge Sy

What you may not Kknow i S n -
i or Duck Steadmepr.alThleuni or

servation and Desiag nd yPapannym-Sesmre

sci elmaxeaedirri ¢hhlaumteaches Weotulnagn daranéts were honored
water f owl conservation to Awadnudent er ithhekrndengart &0
through high school. The prMegrramtenhsesbandg 8WR sRanger
dents to explore their natur al worl d, invites t hem
investigate biology and wiNtiSHSe Weam& gleMmeintt® bhrtih cadpé
and challenges them to exXx@Ceedvedndi dhone. . wheftthegat
have | earned with others tbych%étPhgsé &r’iiad&’é‘sért-r\bc?ryb
Staff and volunteers at\'vl\'/lérrlpunclh Iaaprgdcﬁ\ﬂlﬂ? Vits i el
mentary school classrooms leh& h Wik ﬁ% é‘ﬁ@a"’tﬁ ‘5% nrtOanr
the Make Way for Duckllngsesperrovgersamas hh e g9 8 mf PE

centered around the cIassWd‘:ﬁ‘ocﬂbeb);:lJ §obé:|‘t5h é‘@F’oé’V"‘
key Students learn abouthWalc 'ky§5aTﬁh§laaH$9ctkeCh°a%etaatmthcnrbl
then draw their own pict utr€f cholledcutcokr‘ts etnetnler Qnner oh
Florida State contest. nue from the sal uni or
Before we send the drawiPf st Jefcoth}ltHeon raﬂj enV'J

we | ove | ooking at them $II é“ RJ: omP \A;Ré\(;bpa{'
Those pictures select &d of rppl\?errlt Ipsland

Refuge Choice Award wil!/ 5d € dIS Iayed t Visito
Center auditorium. Thanks httgt Wl u WR &R

~ . h . | |
A Bal d fiHag | ®rifi¢ke o " lch may be as mo

by Ki mWNrké mrg days younger than it
Most |l ongtime vis hdh)ehy leaves the you
Il sl and NWR ar e f ‘ﬁgmpgtltlvg di sadvan
much photographed %'bl'ar:%s mvc\J”rIeI I?Ik;:aad
th@&tright next t o B8 Pﬁﬂ] Y
Weat her Tower Roaf gl >nhare of food provi
than 30 bald eagl F‘géri'nlti inthIIIed dlrelct
across the refuge ' s ¢ g oo - a’ cag ec
cessfully fledged]| j I%rger maegsgtrlelsnsglsvtenel‘
lings most every 1t o%;na_nce may no a
first establlsheZdOOﬁL?f] h e‘]OZeOBOS% bewhly member to t
nesting season. But what makes ith& rug$tiyhg qutC G &S St h
it managed to successful I4ePaNedySgel thh e@ EAHPEL HUPRET
the 2023 nesting season Bﬂedtﬁ?’ébl%%r'e'tab’aiweather’
this season. great horned owls for nestir
Whil@ hnot unheard of, %p%%ﬁtsg'%%lu?]%eefgl'endigsi%ig'rr has
three eaglets is quite utnursuaq rfor &8vel &l f (i n 8
Bald eagles generally | ay PheYd tHHS 8 )§§e&& i Ya
i i LA Jr_4n T gd0Rot BY
given nesting attempt. Hoawe er., eEc{'cj; - I 0 (
three days apart, and do n&th hgt 9t the same ti me
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https://www.fws.gov/program/junior-duck-stamp/junior-duck-stamp-contest-information
https://www.fws.gov/program/junior-duck-stamp/junior-duck-stamp-contest-information
https://www.fws.gov/service/buy-junior-duck-stamp

Manatee Educa

by I nterns Jul i a-Svairhtabni an

Marth MIWA and the Mer 4
eams held Manatee Edu #
d NWR Visitor Center

e community to |l earn ¢
nating Florida manate/
u
c
n
S

_;US

O o

ccess and -opnr oevx pdeerdi earf
i pants who were abl "
about the manatee o
, interactive stati o
autsh ore, canlviafse of a 1
uccess of this event - ;
on between refuge st als S < e
A members and intern.:‘;.
Manatee Educatio
been possi bl ¢
event spons
ral Port Au
irectly cont
oduction of
t hat al | owke
i mmer sed i n:
he Canaver@

Q = =~

t
n
h
[
S
[
0
d
I
S
[

_“‘IOOQJQJ_QJ_“U)E
—

Zo-H4—-oc3ococ™c0—Z
gmmom”*mm

< ~
O =0 00

< O—p

hi

design te
-peer ewed St ore

eractive stati

atee facts, anas
conservation, &

e d manatee <can

e a photo with.

A new manat ee,
funded through the generous _support
of Canaveral Port Authorit | —
and take a <closer l ook at
Bone Clone highlighted theb®
mol ar s, teaching the part:i
features of manatee -amap®m
tive. At the event we al sd
from | ocal aut hor Sara Rus;s
session ofMethdry Raodk-Wetee rwau
Turnwhich is a delighttful
atee who took a wrong turn into a stormwater drain and al - i o
was saved by the Mel bourne : : me
efforts. ; o : ~

From the storytelling t
e Education Day was ab _ t
d uniqueness of the Flori - .en
rritt Island NWR. Ml WA i / 3 2
was reassuring to see
n about manatees and
i da et@ndy dttHesatrse ar e s o ==
gs about manatees that [

to teach the Manad.ee [=#

Spri ngAPRORes 7

ANOS HTODOQQO0O 0O 355 <

O TTMT I T
OS>~ ® ~® >S5 O

a
0
i
I

('D:ﬁ-‘



Pl ayal i nda

Guest s enjoyed so

Br ewi

ti

n g

ci al me Wi

| aunch of cust®Imo <9 wrh tf (rdelrele tvgeand r

Opossums and Pours event at Pl a 3

the Opossum, ambassador from th ! Ho

attendees andcbbéeréedokRnatupopos - d

members Becky Bolt and Tim Kozu ir

trivia while sharing biol odyorfluyy h A

supial, from their prehensile t e b

theatli awpilng opeorsfsammanc e . Pl ayal ) $1

perpack and $1 per pour for t hé W C

friends out for -ma@pk ntto ogo ptia@ kc a at

protection for opossums and oth al l

Clockwi se :Plraynaltiopda Br-ewneaeg Ronnice 4

Chabot presents a check for $1227 f §88

I nsects and | PA, our first custom bjEes

MI WA (L to R: MIWA President Nancy [BE

Executive Director Rochelle Hood an

Board Member Lori Weller); Blossum s

sum from Florida Wi ldlife Hospital next to an em-

broidered field bag sold by MI WA; guests filled

the patio for the evening event, MI WA board

members and biologists Tim Kozusko and

Becky Bolt educate attendees about opos-

sums, and ®Baossaim &pd&rt MI WA

l ogo along with a QR code to the website.
Fi shing Instructors Cqmp
Thirteen people earned their| ce
Woodruff NWR through the FIl olrid
vation Commission (FWC) and | FIl c
Centers Network (FYOCMNhtwerch na
training programs to help sfaff
education clinooossetbesashaov@er
gling, safety, and aquatic gons
instructor manual s a@anogarcatti wliatty
angl er s!
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