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Refuge Field Trips arev»c«&f?ﬂssmop

at Space Coast Birdi ncé?“,’ V
The Space Coast Birdi ngaratnidc i Wialt el iifne ps
( SCBWF) , founded by Lauriouete tThempseghopnc. Ve
i 6s'Year at the end of J aanmnuda rbyB ewlsepra glei 8d. & s
nature enthusiasts flock SCBu&wim dlilel dvetrrithle .dtued ear

country to |l earn about a fweorm ebtoyt hoft hreatMerae i and | wil ladlk
related topics from interResftuigneg fexepedr tt rd pesalodrferamd i

1 Beglnnlng Birding at Mer
Brevard Watercol or

Paintings On Displ 1&/F?Toh 'Nawa o.f Mer

r ¢ h

1 Sunset Kayak Trip at Mer

T Merritt |[|-SlhaddhNWRT sh

f Merritt I sland N Hot S

T Learn Wildlife grap
Bl ack Point Wil Dr i

1 Lake Woodruff NWR

f Horseshoe Crabs TirMarse i l
Than Just Shorebirds

Several Refuge field trij
e to accommodate demanc

- (0] C
Artwork by Thefddd @PQuddpity to get ot

P r

t r

des and potting
The Brevard Wat ercol or Yo, c

t

: _ , , ehtta’tt D Q as Jdﬁ’t?watwﬁméété/ £ d
paintings on display in r:lq iM%roftferesdl atnhroNJV&Fn Vt'l‘?el
Center through March. Co espoenakerPsanqtchescK‘r%létttoh%va

beauti f ul artwork which i trave



https://scbwa.net/

MI WA Presi blesns age

Happy New Yeaan feyen dwthte f or more opport

Merritt Il sl and Wuioldd luifffe NWRsbni 2026.

tion (Ml WA)! I hlonp eOcy ®obeweRP825 we mixed t
abl e t o rest, g werl axn namd eepmbger ship meeti |
time with your WAiI enednbeansd rfeanneiwleyd t he boar
Jduring the hol iTdhaayd sflatsmann, aBecky Bol t, St
» maybe included Veinsiittos &amd yeoluerct ed Anna Het

Refuges to enjowyember . f %Wbultdaswnked Jim Stah
: Fl orida winter vweat hoenr tdhred MAaWA board as h
Nancy Brtawe beawuti ful wt hdli aet itvhiatti esal We f ol |l ow
Merritt |Island and Lake Woaldlruifrit ho@enservati ons'FuDrdr
This past year was chal IGomgliomg Palbhdteln sfomr ( MILWAeamd
the Fish and Wildlife Seravinidc eprwhwi dreadhagges adMeir natings
|l and and Lake Woodruff Meotsiqain & lo  Wialndalgiefmee n Re fi ung eFsl or
( NWRs) . Despite federal cshadld i gt TdhredsMbo .l ng Waurtss,
ei ght mont hs operating outYooaf Reftugead ear,e asntdi | heamd
month and a half Governmendt ©Oheaetdawyg, aMd WAr eveasway t ¢

still able to execute prdagpremaidndcalpporatndt e | Mer Ik
Il sl and NWR Compl ex. atives and share with them why the National Wildlife
We really stepped up ouRefgugnes aar el askce iWopoadrrtuadnft t o
NWR this year, offering astvarrd etthye offu ncdoinnsge rrveact @ sosna r ye
cati on and outreach whi clh whrsdiugyhotu wsl mangyg =ZDE26 and
friends and supporters awdu ionn rtoldes cRaf umgeeny i n t he
Vol usia County area to t - ep
— Ref uge si tor
Donor Recognition 1987 Scrub Jay Way,

SpeCiaI t hanks t o t he 8:30'43.:”006-|5m65day t hr ouog
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Merritt | sland Nati on gl
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David Hartgrove, Ah Bd a6 kgePOod nt Wildlilfe
Rebecca McGinnlls Thursdays/ Fridays/[Sat
00
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George Thomas, Lar r /cEEle-SNEE-NE: ¥ 11 WY L Aol I
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A Little Help F

by Ki mWrKda n
These days refuges a
more than ever. Meri,
been fortunate to haf
road maintenance pr
would |Iike to give o
NWR for sending us J

nee NWR for sending
ican Island NWR for sending us Billy K.

These great guys, alo
Cole N., spruced up
|l i fe Drive, tri mming

the pothol es.

Gi r | Scout Buil ds Wash St at

Emmy Stephenson, an 8th gradei
completed a Silver Award projec
di shwashing station at the Sendl
|l ar campsite for Scouts at the N
ed funding for materials upon r €
Washing station with a "wash, ri

vent the spread of germs and mai

washing station wild/| hel p Scouts who <ca
clean and dry their dishes. Emmy |l ed a
the project design and painting. A space
to promote space education in order to i
space. Emmy is proud to share her enthus
-] 9

Conservation Corner Natare's Treasares

MI W& Conservation CommigflJtee has Gftpébopusy

conducting interviews o|l JTureseS#e uirAnmdyd @@i: 0s0 @fm

interest in Brevard Coup|t \ans belo ajn d

sending in public commel; %ra 3

Spaceport | aunch site anrn W A o -

jects to ensure that Reflu Cwi ldlif vd tthie-/he &l th

of the I ndian River Lade St | Tl —0 4] es t Hat

deserve protection. :

Charlie Venuto on Novembe¢

Merritt Island Wildlife RefJu he

environment and the communjlt

Laurilee Thompson on Ded¢

Merritt Island Wildlife AsEJo ¢

Crab Count | WFIT ’

Rochell e Hood on J r i

https:// www.se{upgpeor gr/i ght
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https://www.wfit.org/podcast/coastal-connection/2025-11-20/merritt-island-wildlife-refuge-association-supports-the-environment-and-the-community
https://www.wfit.org/podcast/coastal-connection/2025-11-20/merritt-island-wildlife-refuge-association-supports-the-environment-and-the-community
https://www.wfit.org/podcast/coastal-connection/2025-12-18/merritt-island-wildlife-association-conducts-horseshoe-crab-count
https://www.wfit.org/podcast/coastal-connection/2025-12-18/merritt-island-wildlife-association-conducts-horseshoe-crab-count
https://www.wfit.org/

The Th@®seoef RHabit at Restor a:

by Tim Kozusko the habitat structure

Land managers in Florida(Pg‘futI ﬁsyé(fﬁ rﬁablcoiﬂ ’rg j
toration in terms of the Ct'hesee %mgo Res?%r eﬁay P b chbg N
Remove invasi ves, and Regll.antgrot h Llr mor q h Ie
portance of the three R's 'efa%h® b VNG Ny °t°”ae‘e tth (
of the dusky seaS|de SpatNlva\{V e%{ﬁ"” g(?qfn%ltasmbo'srpdes %rse
t hat once i nha &S sahlety ne were.

marshes of the r3baxd in 1958 just after i

NWR.
The dusky seas
May 29, 1294¢

i mpoundment ,
N WR

2021. Note the |l ack of tree:
DW58 i mage.l mage swww.cleabi ns.

Photo by P
The dusky had an extrem
bet ween Banana Creek and

Merritt |l sl and, and along T S
Lake in Titusville. Li ke pr
ferred |l ow, open vegetatif and
trees from which avian pr > m
or be concealed when fly ey.
This habitat description 1 at
ritet Il sl and NWR, particul] Vil d

Dri ve Sadl vy, al most none> i ns
its historical condition.

The dusky's diet consi st an (
the seeds of grasses and i
1951 Dichlorodiphenyl tric n a:
DDT, was sprayed over the I s
Iand to control mosquitoe pop
ulations indiscriminately. By 1951 scientists realized
mosquitoes were evolving Vo
ot her insecticides came | yor t
of the dusky's food sourc ced
and by the | ate 1950s th va s
only about 30% of what it 9)
Hydroperiod

Extant seaside sparrows ; : - = . N———
birds due t o their SpeCillu InHyur upci | Uu |cqu||culent
and there is no reason to. believe the dusky was any
di fferent. Duskys built édt®s about six inches off
ground in high marsh By 1968 Whict & aMANGLPERes NARLY V!
been impounded to fight FM8¥Y 9["?8&§’b§’/va?|888?n§09({|50
muddy substrate needed folr! %4%¢S a9 Gg ' af fpddffiientdV s
di kes also allowed easy accocnetsrsf’lﬂfdnegsyt b eduenRt sfiff
creasing densities of sna{rT‘I@é(se,iLlodé)rpetxsw,etria{eé;c@g‘ §,W:]§r§c
fire ants (Jack Salmela, peFs,tebhm o F0PL s htas ar
l nvasives you visit Black Point Wildl

Once the hydroperiod ofcrtuheksmparnemant s wWRé o-verl
altered, colonizing plant species movegd&oh®ingd@ngmniy

e
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The Thaee

(continued from pre

-ing area proviléke.s

Grassy marshes sup

of wading birds,

and invertebrates.
dusky seaside sparr o

vViot

nance of grassy mars

for many species
dense mangrove.s

So where does t his

manager s restore
are |likely to see
mov al of i nvasi ve

tion of fire ~can
they are requirem

ration and managemen

Restor e, Remove,

corn
t h
se
ent

Reintroduce. Three

by ‘

i m |
essentllal Iver_bs for haﬁp'ptraetscrreisbteodr afti'roen b'un{llﬁfsa%tm ti hmep o
centra Florida. Merritt Island NOAR .on Feb.
Phot o by JoedbgShpdaromiessi on
AiOr anogtehe | ast known dusky seasi
June 16, 1987 in captivity.

By Julia Martin
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|l ndi gos & Scarl et s, |t dip

e mp

aut hor andhmwdweatriagegn awro Chuei a
sddor morWi tthhaant d e@éd - 45 nantatvie

23rd -Joofhn ssphgakreed numer ous
s attend@esnakewn Bacluding

~gan the progra&maggsdefHienimrgovi ded
what a snake lie@asea@®dSmaokes of Vol

e adapt @d adw erargiimé pagts to
e in Flohaleas si n atshe awi-l d o

T ray of habitatkohnFipdmVviithed guest

e and Dbteyaultd fiunt ega@asLtt- wi th

ern Indigo sn@aRBtWhed hien det-et son

profglram dari sa hphamw& etdo rd ol €
Lake Woodruff dNWRi 68! Not o recogni

ze o
way
i n
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usi a
ut i
r in
S Wi
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ely hartmdreatsi 09c aprr ®ejtect revital

snake, S@m@g hislhlareerdvi ronment .
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https://gophertortoisedayfl.com

How MI WA Suppo'yI Wa kripnes
Merritt | sl and I\|V9Ii' eo"l"mpBIae

The Merritt | sl and WlldPYfLEA Y)V - \ §
I\{J1err|t | s | a" 5" ‘ [ i f

a nongfrroiféatrdgsani zati on for meld®

continues to the support attlona(é/IIW,@)epFoydWEeQresqntgqtlae : nal
Wildlife Complex timamkwatMedty tds 'whlyagnd NW | e x
your supp@mertisted be|ow_annuﬁllor|da B ati 2I5

9 Funding indoor exhibits af'nestvhlllee OIéom@mn y
soaring su

. i e
Consgrvatlon and Educatlﬁ/ln Cy F1 g%%ﬁ%lSltors at
9 Funding the outdoor plakyyscatpbeeé I§att Ig:g &wdmctydeai
9 Funding facility |mprovtedne§évs|,{ge lgatsseé‘r‘ij edfh&Edr nat
ucation Outpost renovatéoomdéjtplgdrpdesd)nd community e
T Funding an accessible kagygtaknil alinfed 1,421 different
T Securing grants to fundpdRied upgk®rapecns dnd al | kno
public education on nearly every corner of th
1T Managi hgs NBEt@a®ur es GIff[O(SdhOpﬂlCth’\\" e — ' :
money raised from retaidi wearlsist \
Ref uge species i

e
a
o

f Funding two summer | nteirm&. to _
Turtle Walks (for biologWl M&d bpa

9 Funding a springpadacatldrghViaider ™
for by Winter Solstice alulnl h%e8 =

1 Providing Internet for ‘the b&dk r
Center about t h

9 Facilitating the use fcompclreexd,ll ! yOfLor

f

payment for guests to er%/nydaiq
i t's won
y

c
iy h fi
MI'NWR passes t. h :\/IISWAOL 'If)d)eave;?fflflr
T Supporting Lake Woodruff eNV\FRa.p’rograms *l ° rsd €
.. . or which sparked plenty of
T Providing supplies for TShcoutuln ypvxr/iorgnrearmswalked away
T Funding Eagle Scout pr ojieicd;s; rﬁé"crﬂerﬂosrwed"’f PidH K event

benches f_or the Scrub Ring@ featlval provedundrhes.
f Funding Gir|l Scout prOJseLPdoSessél,Chwﬁﬁhap'?%"&e@dsongopp

wash basin at Sendler Edgfadrwadt iOdd PPSd outreach ir
f Providing Winter Solstijceg,Lumihreard\ae dtMafl dregdple d e Wil W4
plies (candles, | uminartijaoPbsRiS) ocal abrasedmraqghintas,u
f Providing | arge for mat ¢datmd mtaiteld Wb NWRt emaps eager
for outreach events projects.
[

f Supporting community out MéWAh exvwemtds heartfelt the
1 Promoting MI NWR Compl exCehseartwancy for hosting suc
1 SupportimgebuncEducati oln®%kyy fRé&ward to returning
Wel come Back Luncheon fSRh" &%diyha elehg message of co
1 Providing snacks and susprb'lg'es forTéhePRothdo0OrMal ayar
Duck Stamp award ceremony Lubee Bat Cons
9 Providing Bull ywug Bash prl S

1 Providing supplies and/ or i NSE}%@fﬁ&teers

and multiple Refuge events/
\ KqLJaYKK;aQJ;aCDfdzoSStDEN
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https://www.lubee.org/

N
On The Road to Restor atfigon
by Nick Mauck-SahrichaMat ali eatAl sci ence in action.» Dr . oX
MI WA members and guestsc@8fgtcbadaatt oaldethalp that i
St. Augustine JdP oSdptaemb &Shom@ntirhiebuti ng to the succ

role of clams in the | ndisatnorre vtelre [langdoioann (RiR/LE)r rleasgtos
tion. The | RL has become aO0tpBbtaslurdder psOirecd ., f &r .

|l ocal residents along tHWPdOoEhAsstoCKadtromft hrel drRilda .a
Stretching 156 miles in tfoewll i firbdn ®Plomme ldef tLewint hin!
to Jupiter I nlet, the | RLSpPawnede iof tthree | mds ta ndr itthiec a

systems in Central/South ®nosita. Whitneshasah wsesea
The I RL is a coastal ekeéematgfl ah & atcepwedyditddse and
unique opportunity for mavriilnee clljatms .t Ongreow,heyve @r ®@du ¢
and thrive in. Wi thin Noratrhe AmPevreidc ai nthe ll&RLIE smesphsh
ered to be one of the mosltRlW. oThgicladamg Wiilvlergaenteicroie
tems and is home to over 140 3n0aot Usrpael ¢ iledsg 000fN pCl OaNndtist i g0nNGk
ani mals. Communities alongl Z2zhean®RLahaveéeadyetp-20i@b-r ¢
tory in clamming, from | hegendbayepbepheonar vasgt mhyl
clams for -dwlodniiznatgroem t ot héhel Relar 1y 1980s

90s when clamming became sbobplopwimg theat!l ahetevam th
popul ation crashed. clam aquaculture far m. Mi k e
After the crash, there WMardeardshiehtféade CRMPnustaehe
pollution, decrease in wadktuUNng sO@BeNatiyon atnad kgeepo s
economic opportunities. THuBel Hchvad@narte emaung vied sijltiyer
Fl oBi cWwhitney Lab in Saintnqubagoephe Bbinlgelaum iolcignawa ys:
clam farmer in New Smyr nad/rBewsc hhibse gawn t»! gasgela® chrod
this population and figuwhieht atiew red epsedorma@ackt i ng
former glory. Dr. Todd Oamér s®NSsSAREYEtEIi @Nea Pt bPBEsbEC
of Biogeochemistry, and Hea®e &f ayed e@sBbreret Labl atir

the University of Floridal WhiameRivabotagepy facride s
Bioscience, |l ed our groupViohbial iptethinfd itthse cslcaem epso p Wl o2
S *Bear Aware: Li viendgWiWidt NeR|I
: by Julia Martin Lori provided mul tiple st

MI WA members, Standomeat $sdemtfse,, including p
and guests came atSogreethmoevri ngt otupgdoor food so
Rinker Environmé®c&ls, @ddr niisigng bear whi st
~ Center (RELC) atursaxed spunhesynsi vteor -r eport any r
sity on OtobobemrthheabbW€ for proper adviseme
the Florida Bl abBRssBebaree bpprbrrghocation.

Photo byriJkay and Wildlif&arddncsiepramnatsi oinnteracted wi
Exum (fop,RWCision (Fwc)asebeamibeeghsand aobeheapel

Lori Lindsay |l ed the pro@tmeéen ibeyncient rTdu RirmMg@ ' gar giay i
pants to the state's onlymblrearalopetci EEortdai bl aickt rbje
in Florida, and their impénBadndesPONBbbhl i teXos§stesm
As Florida's infrastructub%tVMQ)Ehrtinbueeasrstoaélﬂpzi\h ¥naf§m;
-bear encounters are becomih®gkisntioeHdieth gloy éJdSL' sity
and many residents are unSseuurm od3nthowWE€o foéact t Phae

come across one in their Makghtbhirhoprdogram pos I e.
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Pl ayalinda Brewing Co. Maypop

Guests filled the Playalindn/*—*
Titusvill étOoctcebermrade the r

| P®A Maypop | PA, a craft brew

featuring insects found in | A i
with MPapesp f(@ora taoachrinagath
plants to the intriguse loofg oi nis:

on each can along withda fQRr <tf

P Un i Versily ol

ida (UCF) Bug Closet Assis - %
tant Curator b
Coll ection of
vi ded mi crosco ie
a SPACECOAST specimens for Bre
" )BIRDING & 2n entomology Bu g
) WILDLIFE FESTIVAL ter. Et han Wri 1D\
IOVERSPP dent in the SoEmss
havior | ab at <
ACelebrationof tails about nig
Wings & Wildlife 'nsect parasit
whi | e guests i®
l'ive beetl es.
Each single -p
pack of |l nse®
Maypop | PA fue
t o MI WA, bl end
ing with conse
forcing the esp
sects play 1in
d& biodiversit
Vi sitor Center Exhibitls
Each year the Merritt Il sl and NWR V
100, 000 guest s. Over ti me, t he |exh
wear and tear of all/l t hat attenfti o
: has been really showing its age [
: experts from Wilderness Graphicg sp
S(fa"a"d s, €Xhi bits. They dust gd,
Sign up for More Fun! ~ bished the diorama with
and gopher tortoise burr
Field Trips the audio and video {n t
Photography Most exciting are thle n
Bird ID Sessions Kids' Corner! The nejw e
Warkshajls getting kids to use |[the
spgfsg:::iitz?: pl oring nature. |t efcou
i sten, touch and smel | !
the Visitor Center and c
scbwa.net on your next visit to the Refu

Wi nt er AP2a0g2e6 8



Nature Center Soundscape L

by Susie Wil cox hum of <crickets sk to

Volunteer Steve BrechbuMilStdaekdibclaet elie ! mhoMe otf n\aay bul |
0O hours capturing video®ah®d MUJIPETPESr dihiee cWatiepre s
of Refuge wildlife thmMmad@wWesdodmd.Capsiudfge htihse edScSe"
nal photography and vH‘diW%g&Sapfh%/WSQNQVI shavsa.eve gat
d mor e t han -CﬁLDa |h|0tuyf sf ¢8| SoundscapeRecordm;i cJha ¢ k Wi ndl e and S
generously donated to filgpuft hRWR ft@ad emges t

(0]
e

10
It
[
er
he
i n
g

t he Natdureed uCeartti eorn al dl flmaefdi rpirnog, and editi
rams. lcaref ul revi ew, and
What makes this project Cole€cdital|lV € sS htapd Ngay t
Steve approached it. Eacﬁte@eecrthMnf@@tafgoeoth@bo wls St

carefully organized in chfohnhdosgIrR& !l Dbhideracaysbing ng!
viewer to experience the ®Relfiuglel GaseXme miagsnuces|aqnd yanr e
throughout the day and acr Nextt Hadnmeee aysooun s .L akree Woeosdur| u

is a seamless immersion wet&kende weuhdsitbé Yhe twil 9
with mammals rustling t hrsatgthl esaiwgrfags, abmpthental Bind
overhead, insects buzzingyowm emeaajouraay t hsoregldbeal
al reptile announcing itsfudr ewdeynde. sSEredmetieedd cbnsean
Aut umn Outreach: Connecting New Co
by Susie Wilcox activities.

Just as the mangroves extetd mMohdinr tphrean@alks, i at del
the estuary each falb, we e&k&®indaetde b utro reewcasi ng |
connecting with new — i ePsT otfhirtoSughand ot her comr

three fall outreacr{- R le@\ni doefd a wonder ful
MI WA volunteers ( D& ingeket residents and |
Jack, and Natal i M coming progr ams at

Kennedy Spacseirﬁ:aam ruff NWRs Wawm and

Science, Techno|o‘<‘(ﬁ\,l‘,.comlng spirit drew i
Arts, and Mathemat+ [t-eer s and beautifull
|l oween, Autumn in ¢ s teanquility of Lake
on Springs, and th\“.f | enlthhee Mari ne Sd@&i eWicled -

Centsemwi | dlife Festiyv cel iifne e@ebt Bvgkar cel eb
Jack, Natal i e, Dawn usPileanp 8] paerdd Gopher Tort
bring each event to |ife thyei®hamilkhgyndmwaerkewobhees Jgr¢
Refuge experiences. Nick CEersdat eNdattad dtei |an ds aJnadc Kt arbé aec
for making animal tracks,fr@imgglionnggt ione sRenfpudye eny PO
about t he Refuges
ti me and emphasi z
' portance of conser:
|l ife and habitats.
Attending t hese

witnessing the ded
volunteer s as t hey

+ PR |

the feel @facltlh‘e’i

t hat qguickly
among kids and
Jack and Susi €
candy at STEAM
whil e sharing i
protected natur

surround t he Ke l ove for the Merr.i
Center. The ev ik Complex was truly
on fostering a are so grateful [
ence, technol og ‘"t hat comes toget he
arts, and mat hon shared passion and
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The Anhinga: MerdiWat elrslibDamnéeM

Text and photos by Paul LEeaadtehmher very interesting fac

"Water Turkey" is what IdSall@r@d& wWiige addhitdd. fERd
bird gets that nickname WBEthBs¥When draks. awalt&rhgfﬁécﬁrj
and a long fanlike tail. WOt KRér 06 Amén PREMES RREPRPLAJE!

"snake bird" or "dar tAeh'i .Pdidt9s tsheGiemtWirne¢s nathd s8e tf

anhi.ngaduveniles and femal efse@f ed sat @ rWhiint €.

neck and chest while pAMthi aoggpaake relativel
neck and chest. Durj . j afggsdmcludes most o
the membranes surr gglsf states and most
turn a beautiful Cemey visit the Merr
are |l arge birds, hyd henjoy the antics

f ul birds. Al s o, be
all of the other in
critters that make

n¢fgkhge. As an added
¢aRr schedule it, coc
heg sunset at the BI
DsrdeVePr (right after

" pfiGad)r i bS5 Pt eoStpreci al
pncéotdyesfteranan:

with a wingspan
Anhingas fish
whil e compl etely
occasionally [Iif
up out of the wat
periscope in ordel—
use their l ong, S
fish. 1 f the fish i
its bill into the ai
swal |l ows it. I f the f

out of the water onto a at s
its catch to death on t and
then swall ows it. I have hbear
a fish that was too | arge

Anhingas nest in small

areas that have an adequ aes hei
two to four nestlings. Eg da
to hatch and the young ar hei

parents for approxi mately

po_
&
e A‘
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owt & AboutwthIWA

MI WA stays busy wi community outreach and education even
berosnl y field tr|ps. We need you to help us help the Merri:t
Consider joinimg @GuphdranTiolrybi se Counci l& AmouwaComeeting, 2) Cu
servation, 3) & 24) Mushroom Wal k and Tal k, 4) FIl orida Snakes, 5
Bear Aware at Stetson University, 7), 14) & 19) Insects and | PAs
UCF, 8), 15) & 22) Fall I nto ConséerPwmdteitare MU mdrtaiDsyer Pad)nt& nyo0) N
wor kshop, 10) & 17) Village I nn Dine To Donat e, 12) Refuge Cl ean

and others, 13) Holiday Aw tWlwiittrmeHelaalt ,i 163t .& AB9QustUiFne (cl ams),
23) Winter Solstice Luminaria WalKk
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